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Sun>Wan Heung ( 2450/ 3883/ 6703) i is one of the 

Mg^gest villages in Chuneshan district, and there are I Imany people and! \ much 

cultivable land I I 

As to I Jsmall village, Sun-Sha village ( 2450/ 3097/ 2625), there are 

about forty thousand "mou" of cultivable iand, and about 6,000 people in population 
Among the 6,000 inhabitants, about 2,100 people are classified as members with 
'•labour capacities", according to the official announcement made by the People's 
Commune I 25X1 
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At^hat time, the Communists had set up the "Chungshan District Military 
Control ConLTiissioni Village Work Section” ( 6511/ 0057/ 

4619/ 2455/ 2585/ 6703/ 2625/ 1562/ 0155/ 4809) which sent out many of its Communis' 
cadres to go around the village to make investigations and irecords, and thus put 
eve rybody in the village under a shadow of fear and discomfort, ^ 

25X1 


During thft n r>mmiini st land reform, the Communists classified a number of people 
as landlords and rich farmers, whom they persecuted with great cruelty,^ — of 
the landlords and ri ch farmers were put to death in the public trials* | ^ 

J all the landlords and rich farmers were very^ 25X1 

badly treated and many had died out in the process of the land reform* 

25X1 


In the Communist land distribution,! |the share for each individual, 

x^hether adult or child, was 5 '^mou** of land| 


At that time, the l^d[ Aould^'oduce^out 7,000 catties of 

grain in one year. After deducting a third of that amount to pay government 
dues to the Coiiigiunists^ |^ /could keep about 5f000 cattj >e8 of grain, and 

that was almost sufficient for the consumption ofil four people. 

But that was the condition only in the early days of the Communist land 
reform. In 1954, the Communists changed their v^ay of buying '•surplus grain" 

( 7411/ 4752), that is, the Communists began to assess the food consun^tion 

of every farm family and anty amount of food in excess of their fixed rate of 
consunption are considered as "surplus grain" and all of it must be sold to 

25X1 
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($) Continued, 

Consequently, all the profit of the farmers were thus t£^en over by the 
Communist government. At the same time, the quantity they assessed for the 
consuji5)tion of each farm family was sollittel that the farmers could not have 
enough rcie to eat ;and must pass their days in partial starvation all the time. 


25X1 


Ever since the Communists came to power, theystep by step increase their 
control over the villages, in farm production and in the personal freedom of 
the village population. 

Their control continued to be tightened year after year, first through the 
Peasants* Union ( 6593/ 2585), then the "mutual help groups" ( 0062/ 

0504/ 4809), then the "big united groups" ( 1129/ 5114/ 4809), and by 

September 1956, the Communists brought into formal existence the Primary Agricul- 
tural Cooperative, 

In principle, a Primary Agricultural Cooperative was to be set up in every 
Heung ( 0001/ 6703/ 0001/ 4357), that is big village, while in each of the 

small villages there is one branch a^icultural cooperative. 


After the formation of the Primary Agricultural Cooperative/ 
continued to live in conditions very similar to the former times/ 


25X1 


only 

allowed to keep the amount of grain assessed as the rate of maintenance, and any 
anmunt in excess of the fixed quantity was considered as "surplus grain" and 
boug ht over at an official rate by the Communist government, 


JUgjlt 
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There is one Sales and Supplies Department set up in the Primary Cooperative 
ivhic is supposed to sell all the secondary provision to the villagers. But its 
stocks are very scarce. At the same time, because most people do not have the 
money to buy the secondary provision they want, this Sales and Supplies Department 
contributes very little to serve the convenience of the village inh£bitants. 


25X1 


In 1957, October, the Primary Cooperative was changed to be called the 
Higher Agricultural ^Cooperative, The inner composition of the Higher Agricultural 
Cooperative is almost the same as that of the Primary Cooperative, except the 
fact that it has opened up josuiy new sections in the cooperative office, and at the 
same time there was a great increase of the number of personnels in the Cooperative 


administration. 

Most of the new staff men4)ers that come in are either members of the Communist 
Par^y, dr of the Communist Youths Organization, and some are government officials 
sent down to the villages under the "Ha Fong" movement. 

The main change that came about under the Hi^er Agricultural Cooperative 
is the total abolition of all private properties, 

(Continued next page) 
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The Higher Cooperative went out to confiscate all the piivate properties 
of the villagers, such as farmlands, grain storage, farming buffaloes, farm 
tools, fish ponds, fishing gears, and all kinds of structures set up for agri- 
cultural uses. 

At the same time, it is compulsory for all the people in the village, whether 
they are farmers, fishermen, or farm labourers to do various kinds of work for the 
Hi^er Cooperative, If any villager should refuse to take part in the work for 
the Higher Cooperative, then they are not allowed to get any rice ration from the 
Higher Cooperative, 

The rice ration is distributed from the Higher Cooperative according to the 
number of people in each household. For every month an adult can get 50 catties 
of grain, and a child can get 30 catties of grain. 

All the members of the farm household, as long as they have to live on the 
rice ration distributed by the Higher Cooperative, must take part in the Collective 
Labour on the Higher Cooperative, 


25X1 


In October 1958, a People's Commune was set up in Tau-Moon Heung ( 
^3 5/ 7024/ 6703/ 0056/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357) whichr 


/came to govern, 


3883/ 6703) as one of its subordiante branch communes. 
But from the middle of Novanber 1959, 


Sun-VJan Heung ( 


2450/ 


Sun-tJan Heung ( 


2450/ 3883/ 6703) came out to set up an independent People's Commune of its own. 


25X1 

25X1 


and all the people [ 
Commune ( 


became members of the Sun Wan Heung People's 9t^X1 


2450/ 3883/ 6703/ 0086/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357). 


25X1 


In the Sun Wan Heung People's Commune, the commune chairman and vice-chairman 
are concurrently the head and deputy head of the village government. 

But aside from these two senior executives, all the o'ttiers have their jobs 
solely engaged with the everyday working the Commune office and are not allowed 
to hold any other job in the village government. 

There are about 20 staff members in the Commune administration, in which 
there are about 6 or 7 government officials sent dovin in the "Ha Fong" movement. 

The People's Commune is organized as the equivalent of a military regiment, A 
regiment has 4 battalions, a battalion has four coxopanies and a company has 4 
production teams. Each production team has from 60 to 100 members, 

I ^Sun-Sha village ( 2450/ 3097/ 2625) is classified as 25X1 

a battalion] I 


(Continued next page) 
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(12) Continued, 

-i — 1 

I 


/whenever there is a rush of work, thaa all the people must work, eat, 
and/sleep^on the work grounds, and frequently for many daysL^ido not see each 25X1 
other in the family. 


25X1 


The People's Communes, in order to abolish the system of family livings, 
lin^ertook to set tq) mess halls in the village, and every member is required to 


eat all the meals in the mess halls. 

The "big caldron cooked rice" ( 1129/ 7000/ 7391) as this system of 

group eating is called, at first provided the rice for meinbers to eat as much as 
they want to. 

At that time, many members were quite happy vdth the mess halls, and happy 
tjith the new Commune system, because they feel there is some iaprovement in their 
living conditions. But in J-snuary 1959, it was announced that the daily meals 
were cut dovjn to two meals a day, and at the same time, the rice portion allocated 
for each individual member was limited to 6 taels of rice for every n©al. 

One catty of raw rice is to be cooked into two and half catties of cooked 
rice and every member is to have 15 taels of cooked rice. That wa,a definitely 
not sufficient for the members, and all the members began to compalin for the 
insufficient rice portions* Eventually in May 1959> mess hall gave out to 
each member one bov^l of sweet potato for every meal as supplementary food, but 
since then the subsidiary food was cancelled, and only one bowl of salt water 
xvas provided to serve as appetizer. 

Then on 25th, June, the mess halls finally announced that it is to stop 
cooking rice for the members, and instead, grain is to be distributed to the 
members to bring home to cook for themslelves. 

The grain is to be distributed in the mess halls, and each individual is 
given different rice portions, depending on the labour capacities with which 


he is classified. 

For members vd.th labour capacities, four grades are classified, namely, first 
grade 32 catties of grajn every month, second grade 31 catties, third grade 30 
catties and fourth grade 28 catties. For members wihout leJaour capac ities. sucI l 
as ehildren and old folks, each gets 26 cat t i es of grain stot-v mnnt . h . 




There are public nurseries and children's houses set up | / but 25X1 

"since the first days of its_fomatl^j(j„it was not popular with the members, because 


the 


accommodations of the 

. i 



very crude and inadequate. 
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(14) Continued. 25X1 

At the same time, the people in charge, that is, a woman Communist cadre 
serving as officer-in-charge, and some female attendants, are usually negligent 
in their duties of looking after the children, and frequently use harsh treatment 
or beat up the children whenever they like. 

However, many members still had t o pu t their children in the public nurseries 
and children’s house, because' the children can get free food in the nurseries, 
while members who wish to keep their children at home must feed their ovjn children 
with food they save up from their own meals in the mess halls. 

Then^ I when al l the m ess halls were closed dovin, 25X1 

I although there is still 


the public nurseries were also closed down, j 

the name of public nursery and children's house, they aare only to serve as play- 
ground for the children to play while their parents go out to their own daily 
works. 


25X1 


^en the People's Commune was first organized, it advertized that it is 
going to take care of all the details of the daily living of the members, under 
the so called "package care" ( 0545/ 3237)* 

Under this advertized system, the CoKsnune intended to give free services 
to their members in all detail matters, such as haircut, and medical treatment 
in the public dispensaries, 25X1 

But I j t began to charge the members 

10/ for each haircut, and 10/for each time of seeking medical treatment from the 
public dispensary. In case special medicine are required by the members, they 
are to be procured and bought by the private money of the members. This condition 


remains 


25X1 


All members of the People ' s Commune, whether they possess labour capacities 
or not, are required to do some kind of work for the Commune. Members with 
labour capacities are assigned into the production teams. The main line of 
work for the production teams are for cultivation of farmlands. And then from 
time to time, the production teams are also assigned to "speical work tar gets" 

( 6391/ 0117/ 0523 ) > such as r epairing roads, refining steel. and| / 

Jihe building of dykes and the prevention of floods, etc/ 

Members wihout labour capacities are assigned to lighter Jobs, such as 
working as attendants in the mess halls for cooking the rice, cutting firewood, 
collecting firewood, collecting vdld weeds, cleaning the streets, collecting 
nightsoil, etc. 

As average, the daily working hours come to about 12 hours, but in times 
of rush for "speiial work targets" ( 6391/ 0117/ 0523) the working hours 

are often extended to id (sixteen) hours everyday. The hardship of such over- 
work is really unspeakable, 

(Continued next page) 
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(i6) Continued* . ^ 

As to -gages under the Commune* ~ / 

/ ^ jthe hardest working 25 x 1 

megibers in the pro duction teaml / every month, aisde from getting free food 
in the mess halls, / l only get about $2.50 jenminpiao In wages. But worst 
of all, beginning from the month of May, 1959, there was no wages distributed 
to anybody in my village* 


25X1 
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As soon as the Goomunists caine | 
libout "workers turn over to the top" v 
"worker taking charge of ttxe house" ( 

At that time, the constr uction oonqaany 
closed down for poor business 




k tnoy maae xoucr 
1562/ 0086/ 5060/ 6500) and about 
1662/ 0086/ 3981/ 1367) , 


( Continued next page) 
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(6) Continued*^^ because of the unstable conditions after the change of 

government, the construction busine ss was in a state of paralysis, practically 
vdthout customers of any kindo J ^ J 


jjj the first three years after the Communists came into Yan Ping city, 
living r 


25X1 


/there was no wa7 to earn; 


liid^t^d^^^ri^uTkiri^of small jobs to earn bits of moeny to t^e care ofU^25X1 
family maintenance, such as that of collies, stevedore, daily Jo bb^rSj^jhoema^, 

etc. I — 

25X1 


they set up an organ called 
1869/ 1627/ 1562/ 51U/ 


I After the Communists came 
^ihe General Labour Unioij of Yan Ping city 

^^^^^^en it Tjas first set up, it advertized that it could help the vjorkers to 
solve the problems of unemployment and also the problem of better living an^sxi 

Ti^roking conditions » — — 

At first I 


p^er© required by th© regulation of the General Labour 

Union to go there everyday for "Learning and Practice" 
also to hold meetings and to make r eports to the Associatxon about j 

{daily living. 


Then in 1952, \7hen the Communists carried out their 
and “Five Anti MoTament” ( 0005/ 0646/ 0063/ 0646/ 6663/ 05^), 

the General Labour Union gave orders that all the people that regxsted with the 
Union must take part in the mass demonstra tions ^ d in very frequent public 

meetincs. And that aga in took some mor ej But^^sJkoJ J 

I 7?win^/^a and daily living the General Labour Union did not seem 

to care the slightest bit. / — — ^ 


25X1 

get a job, through the recommendation 
to work as labourers to build 
1869/ 1627/ 4905/ 


of the General Labour Union. I 
the People’s Stadium of Yan Ping District ( 

0086/ 3046/ 66 63/ 0520/ 1034)* ^ ^ 25X1 

f ^hadto work for at least 12 hours everyday, and for everyday’s 

^TOrk^ ^ — \r.mild get 1 eattv and four taels of rice , plus m jenminpi^ 
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Kei-Ou Island, an island in the couth of the Pearl 


River, all separate from the 
dinatod to Tong-Ka-Wan Heung ( 


mainland. Therefore 


0781/ 1367/349V6TO3)ir 


in name it is oubror- 


25X1 



cult vated 5 "ffiou" of fareiland 

Ifras about 400 to 500 catties 


Prior to the Goimmmist regime,] 

leased from the landlord. The yield j 

of grain every year from one "mou” of land, but there Tsas not lauch of secondary 25X1 
products, 

Prom the farmland / there ms a yearly p roduction nf about 2,000 

catties of grain. After deducting 400 catties of graln T^ t 


It© pay as 

land rent to ttie landlord, the remainder was not suf ficient for) consuoption 
//] Therefor e^ Fin addition^to ^^rm^ultivation, must do 


some fishing to make up the deficiency ofi 


income. 
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y — 25X1 

(7) time, the Coamunists ^*ere very serious in this mopping ope^ticm, and 

many of the village inhabitants that were round up x^ere either put on trial, 25X1 
imprisoned, or executed, 


Durin^The^omBunis^lancr^eformrb^^ tt^are so landlords and 

rich farmers in Tong-Ka-Wan Heung ( 0781/ 1367/ 3494/ ^^^3) ® 

Commit ^^ere so feverish in the execution of the land at there ^ere 25 xi 

almost public trials and big "struggle" meetangs held everyday, mvhfcch tt ^ ^ 

landlords and rich f armers vjere so sevor ejyjprtjnfed j 


on the island thei*e were three families classified as^ ^25X1 
^jo^QX^l^^idTordsT^who^^ sent over to the big village at Tong-Kwa-l,’^ fro public 
trials. But because their so called crimes were not as serious as the others, 
they were only subjected to brief sentences of imprisonment or labour refom, and 
aftL they served their full term of penalty, they were allowed to return to 

nati?? village to take part in the coUective labour of production under the 

agriclut^^^coopera i^ /^^ called "Labouring people", and the ^me 

or rich farmers had totally disappeared from the dally talks of tne village peopl . 

25X1 


IrTtuT Com munist land distribution, the share for each indiv idualwasjwo^ 
"mou" of land. \ 
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in 1956. August, the H eung-CKop Primary Agricultural 
"^operativo was set up ^ and T / Kei-Ou village ©aiao under it as 

one of the branch cooperatives* 

ihesi the organ of Priaary Cooperative was first set upj the CoiEQuniot govem- 
Eisnt announced that it ia Ao be a guiding production organisation set on the 
basis of cooperation between the Cojsmiunist govemnent and the village people, with 
the puipose of increasing the outp ut of produc tion* 

But even in those early days, ^ had serious doubts about the 0oinmtt'25X1 

nist annn uneaa ent. because from the experien ce of living under the CoiiEaunists for 
several years, F no aatter how good the CoECKmists 25X1 

speaic of something they introduce, the new things, no matter vihat name they assume, 
are never designed to serve the benefit of the people* 

About three months after it was set up, the Primary Cooperative did accon^lish 
one main work, and that was a thorough understanding it had acquired about the 
overall conditions of production and consumption of the families In the villa' ;e« 

And from that, it could pave the way for the setting up of too Higfier Cooperative* 
After the Primary Cooperative had trade a clear record and estimate of the 
general condition of eonsumption of the people in the village, the Communists 
set up a Sales and Supplies Department inside the Primary Cooperative to supply 
the daily needs of the villages* 

But owing to the shortage of daily essential goods and also owing to the 
universal poverty of the people in the village and their lack of purchasing power, 
there is otentimes the conditions of "no supplies and no demand" ( 

0180/ 3061/ 0408/ 4814) » viiioa the Sales and Supplies Department could ^ on without 
doing any busines for many days at one stretch* 

^5X1 


I In September 1957* the liighor Mrlcultural Cooperative was set up 1 J 

L__J which undertook to abolish all the private properties of the villagers. 

In the process of asking all the villagers to surrender their private properties 
to the gsvemnent, many farmers came to oppose the govemaent seastire and ia 
some places there were even public distrubances, but the Comuniot quiclcly sent 
out troops to suppress the oppositions, and eventually all the faraoro had to 
bear the whole hhing in silence* 

After the Higher Cooperative took awsy all the production tools firoa the 
individual farmers, the villagers could no longer live on their o'm resources. 
Consequently they must take part in too collective labour of production as order 
by the Higher Cooperative* 9FtX^ 

In the daily work of the collective labour of production j | work 

everyday for at least from ten to twelve hours. There xvas n o vja v I I 

to z=un away from the daily work, or even to sleeken doxm | 

because as soon as t he Co mmunist cadres should find that out, the iii^er Cooperative 
could suspend /rice* without which! / could find no to live* 

t Continued next page) 25X1 
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(10) Con portions under the Hi^er Cooperative, ^ 

adult can get 50 catties of gran every month, and each child can get 30 catties 
of grain* ' . ^ 


25X1 


1 


The time of the Higher Cooperative also the time for the Communists 
to tall< very loud about the movement of the Great Leap Fonvard. Under this nOT 
Ivjorking was often extended to Ih t>o 16 hours every day, right; 


25X1 


movement 


25X1 


to the lastest hours every nihgt, ^ . 4.. 

tionv villager fell sick under the strain of overcork, but the Higher Coqpera^ 

tive never paid much attention to that. Only those v;ho are seriously sick are 
alloTr^ed to reamin home or go to hospital for medical treatment* a 

As to those who are slight ill, ths^ are told to adJBinister self-ci^e ^ e 
local spot" ( y*32/ 0966/ 4070/ 7402). By this it is meant that the 

villagers can get some patent medicine from the Hospital, and then they must still 
!o out to work and take their medicien with them to take at the work grounds. 

Under the Higher Cooperative, there are many times that rice produced an 
the local areas were coUected and put dovn in ships to be sent aivay to Sheekei 
city or Canton city. Every time when rice is being shipped away 
such as Tongkawan ( 07S1/ 1367/ 3494), Kei-Ou isl^d ( 3^7/ ^21) 

Hum-iiao ( ^ 0974/ 0656) and ka-Mei ( 3097/ U42), many local viUagers 

nnuld look on with great grief in their hearts, because while tnere is rice to 
be shipped away from their villages, they still must pass their days in continuous 

hunger all the time. 


25X1 


the Heung Uhoii People’ 


's Commune C __ 

"m.9/ 3166/ 0086/ 3046/ 0361/ 4357/ ) 'oas set up in October 1958, ^ ^ 

But in J^uary 1959, the Heung Choxu People’s ^ommune was reduced to a braceb 
" uiSi th. ..telf-lstratlon ‘ha 
( 0781/ 1367/ 3494/ 0086/ 3046/ 03^_4357)j 



25X1 


In 1958, April, the Higher Uooperative^ 
* . . / 


^set out to draft 25X1 


of'^Jrlion to go to"l.in Sh^ ( 6&7/ W72) an area ^ut 25 

miles away ^ collect fir trees as timber to 

send to Canton. 


(Continued next page) 
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(12) Continued, 

The total no^er of the people in the roup ms 2? E.8a| [ 

It Via© not until March 1959/ I, when the pozic tjas considered aa cotapleted 


25X1 


The Lin Shan tiiaber cao^^ 6647/ 1472) is organized by the Canton 

Ku^idipal Government, Construction Material Supplies Burea ( 

1684/ 1558/ 1579/ 1696/ 4639/ 2624/ 2436/ 0180/ 2019/ 5710). 

Its main job is to cut and colloct timber from the fir trees and ship them 
back to Canton, All the worken in the timber caup are drafted from the adjacent 
villagoo. Aside from the 27 | | drafted from the Tongkanan village25X1 

there are over a hundred others from the other villages, amounting to a total of 
about 150 vjorlonen in the timber camp. 

All the ^lorkmen X'lere released from their draft xihon 25X1 

the work was considered as accomplished, 

I 1 in Linshan timber can^), all movements of the workme25X1 

were group movements. There are tea working hours everyday j, and two rest days 
in every month, I'Jithin the timber area every wokman is free to move to everywhere 
he likes. There are three meals served everyday, and for each meal, eveiy xvorkmen 
can eat as much riche as he likes. 

Aside from the free meals, every workman can get 06 jenminpiao as tho monthly 
wages, for his pcocket money, or for remittance back to their native villages for 
family maintenance. 

In the timber can^ area there are police patrol to take up guard duties 
and to help control the viorkmen in the timber camp, 1 in the 25X1 

timber camp, all the clothes and sleeping olankets were provided on loan by the 
timber TheRO clothe s and blankets were to be returned to tho timber camp 

authorities 1 | All the clothes and blankets bear conspicuous marks 25x1 

of different numbei?s, just like the clothes of prisoners, 

25X1 


/ in the public mess hall, two meals are served eveiyday. Labour 
ing members could get one more bowl of svoeet potato suoup each meal,. Then in May 

I ould only get 8 taels of raw rice, that is, 20 tael£25X'| 
of cooked rice, and even the sweet potato soup was cancelled. This was much 
below the need of the members who have to do strenxious works. 


On 1st, June, tiie public mess hall x?as closed down, and the Comiaae undertook 
to distribute rice to the individual members. There x^ere tep maiadainds of rice 
portions, one for meaibers la labouring production, and ope for the non-labouring 
mesmbers. The non— labouring menioers only get 22 "market catties” of rice, that 
is, equivalent of 17*5 full catties for every month. As to the labouring 
neabers,. they are again divided into several ^ades. Those of the iil^ioot grade 
can get 42 "market catties” (equivlanet to 33 full catties of rice) ovoiy moath, 
xvhilo the loxvost can only catties” .equivalent to 20 full catties 

of rice . ) || 
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